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U Little did T fnow of the team effort involued in denating an ergan. Jt
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Nuwrse,

proved to be an inspiring and humbling expetience from beginning to
end. J'm quite envicus of those who stand on the frant lines as these
miracles are perfouned ane after ancther. J fnow it isn't always
woses and sunshine. In the case ef a living doner J believe it's usually
a happy stowy for the denor and recipient. But J knew such a stony is
the exception. J've tiied to imagine what it's life to be en the denating
side when a beloved family member has passed and these whe
bovingly neassure, cemfort and consaole a grieving family and speak
and dignity with which you put tagether such miracles is beyond
wards - thank you, thank you, thank yeu.

On Octabier 5, 2007 J denated a kidney to sameene J did not fnow.
While J thought J had covered all the bases I had nat theught much
thase whe waould see me thiough these first painful and difficult
days after surgeny. While still very groggy from the anesthesia the
finst wornds J heard after surgery were from a transplant nurse wha
said, "Yeu did a wendeful thing.” My eyes were still closed se I
didn't see fier face and these simple words were whispered in my
wight ear as J was wheeled from the past-eperative recoveny weem. Jt
was a teuching and intimate mement between a patient and care
giver. Jhe small things really count and J'UL never forget it.
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